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Ian McKernan:  Why do you think that they stood up against the destruction of San Francisco 
Bay when many people just accepted it as inevitable? 
 
David Lewis: They were moved by the Bay’s beauty, and they just did not want to let that be 
destroyed. Also they were very tough advocates, indefatigable really, even though their manner 
was genteel.  They were operating in a world where men were all the elected officials, all the 
corporate officials, all the power holders, and there were almost no environmental protection 
laws on their side. 
 
  
 
Ian McKernan:  What qualities do you think they had that made them successful in their fight? 
 
David Lewis: Tirelessness, empathy that allowed them  to reach out and enlist other people to 
help them. Wisdom to enlist powerful people (men) to take their side and help their effort. 
 
  
 
Ian McKernan:  How did they get other people to join their cause? 
 
David Lewis: The old fashioned way – they asked, in person. They called everyone they knew 
on the telephone. They wrote personal letters – many, many, letters. And they made the price of 
entry very low – they asked for $1/year, which covered the cost of printing and mailing a 
monthly newsletter. But really, they wanted the names and to be able to invoke all those people 
to elected officials in cities and in Sacramento. 
 
  
 
Ian McKernan:  How do you think their work influenced other environmental organizations? 
 
David Lewis: Their model of organizing people, and their effectiveness in blocking 
environmentally damaging development by powerful moneyed interests, inspired other 
community-based environmental efforts to try and to be successful. These included “People for 
Open Space” that became the Greenbelt Alliance, working to preserve open land in the Bay 
Area, the movement to prevent development of the Marin Headlands north of the Golden Gate 
Bridge, to prevent siting of a nuclear power plant near Point Reyes, and many more.  They also 
inspired a movement to protect Chesapeake Bay, the Hudson River, Puget Sound and many 
other areas. 



 

 
Also, the success of their efforts led by women I think helped other environmental organizations 
to realize that women can be powerful motivators and influencers … within families, within 
neighborhoods, etc.  So appealing to women as supporters became more important as a path to 
success. 
 
  
 
Ian McKernan:  How do you think their work changed how people think about the environment? 
 
David Lewis: They were at the vanguard of efforts to preserve urban environmental assets, in 
the midst of bustling cities, not just remote wilderness many miles from civilization.  This was a 
major paradigm shift in thinking about the environment – that it is part of a high quality of life for 
urban residents, and that limiting and concentrating development to preserve open space is 
actually good for the economy, because it creates living spaces where people want to locate, 
and businesses want to operate. 
 
  
 
Ian McKernan:  What do you think was their most important contribution? 
 
David Lewis: Forcing local governments to listen to citizens and their preferences; forcing the 
state government of California to acknowledge that the coast and bay shorelines belong to all of 
us, and creating state agencies to manage and care for those assets. 


